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(57) Abstract 

A remote terminal for a wireless local loop system comprising: a radio transceiver unit which receives signals from and sends signals 
to a base station for connection to a telecommunication network; and at least one service unit which receives signals from and sends signals 
via land lines to a plurality of subscribers, said service unit and said radio transceiver unit being situated at different sites, wherein a 
particular service unit is connected to a plurality of subscribers and said radio transceiver unit and said particular service unit are electrically 
connected by only a single pair of wires. 
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WIRELESS LOCAL LOOP SYSTEM 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is related to wireless local loop telephone systems and in 
particular to the configuration and installation of such systems. 
5 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Wireless local loop (WLL) systems are well known in the art. One configuration of such 
a prior art system 10 is shown in Fig. 1A. In general such systems comprise one or more base 
station units 12, which are connected to a central office via a network interface unit 14. System 
10 also includes one or more remote terminals 16. Remote terminals 16 receive radio 

10 transmissions from the base station and distribute messages to subscribers 18 via land lines 19. 
The remote terminals generally comprise an outdoor unit 20 which receives radio signals from 
and transmits signals to the base station and an indoor unit 22 which distributes telephone 
signals to the subscribers based on the radio signals. Indoor unit 22 thus acts as a small 
switchboard and the transceiver replaces the land lines which would otherwise connect the 

15 subscriber to the central office. Where multiple subscribers are supplied by a single remote 
station, the indoor unit is generally on the premises of one of the subscribers and is powered 
from the mains at the subscriber. 

Installation of such systems is often problematic. As is evident, there are no lines 
connecting the remote stations to the central office. Thus, the central office cannot supply 

20 power to the remote stations. The remote stations must thus be powered directly from the local 
power lines. Two basic configurations -are available for, powering such systems, which are 
generally divided into an indoor ^unitt and an outdoor i unit. While these designations are 
descriptive of normal installation, the indoor unit could be mounted outdoors, if it is sufficiently 
weatherproofed, and occasionally is mounted on the same roof or telephone pole as the outdoor 

25 unit 

Fig. IB shows the configuration of one such prior art remote terminal 16'. Remote 
terminal 16' comprises an indoor unit 20 r and an outdoor unit 22\ Most of remote terminal 16' is 
comprised in indoor unit 20'. Indoor unit 20 1 produces an RF signal which is transported via a 
coaxial cable 24 to outdoor unit 22\ Optionally, the coaxial cable also carries power to an 
30 optional RF amplifier 26, situated in outdoor unit 22\ 

While such systems have the advantage that most of the unit is indoors, they have the 
disadvantage that coaxial cables must be installed between the indoor and the outdoor units, i.e., 
between the outdoor installation and one of the subscribers. Coaxial cables are relatively 

: ■ - ' I- : ( 

... \ 

1 '■ . 
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expensive and are more difficult to install than simple two+wire twisted pair lines. The distance 
between the indoor and the outdoor units is limited by the attenuation of the cable. 

A second prior art remote terminal 16" is shown in Fig. I G^Remote terminal 16" is also 
divided into an indoor unit 20" and an outdoor unit 22". However, indoor unit 20" includes only 
5 a power supply and an optional back-up battery . The subscriber, connections are individually fed 
directly to outdoor unit 22" arid power is supplied to..outdoor unit 22" from indoor unit 20" via a 
twisted' pair of wires. Thus, this installation utilizes .easily installed of wire pairs between the 
outdoor unit and the indoor unit/subscribers. However, multiple sqts. of wire pairs are required 
to complete the installation. This is'riot always convenient, especially if there are a . large number 
10 of lilies being serviced by the remote terminall y ; i t 

In sonle systems the power - for the : outdoor unit is supplied directly from mains to the 
unit, brother systems, a backup battery is present in the outdoor upit. : . ,« 

For some of such systeriis, when power :is :cut off at the subscriber in whose premises the 
indoor unit is installed, all of the subscribers lose their service. 
15 SUMMARY OF THE INyENTIOIV ; 

One aspect of some embodiments of the. present invention is the provision, of a remote 
terminal in which a first unit, generally installed outdoors, 1 is connected to, a second unit, not co- 
located with the first unit and generally* iristalled T indoors., .utilizing only a single pair of wires 
which is' not a coaxial cable. Such' a pairnof. wires may," for example, be a. twisted pair. Such a 
20 system provides for easy installation. Asmsed herein tJxevtejm ^pair^of^vires" excludes a coaxial 
cable. - . ... , 

Preferably, in accordance ' with a preferred embodiment of the invention, a remote 
terminal which services a number of subscribers is powered from the mains or from an .external 
DC power source. In this aspect of the invention, power is supplied to the system from some or 
25 all of the subscribers. When power fails at one. of the subscribers, the system continues to 
operate from power supplied by the other subscribers. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the remote terminal comprises a radio 
transceiver unit, which is mounted Outdoors, adjacent to an antenna, and a service unit which is 
generally mounted indoors. A service unit is generally provided for each subscriber or group of 
30 subscribers located* in a single installation or in nearby installations and is powered by mains 
power supplied by the subscriber or from a DC power source. A single pair of wires connects 
the service and radio transceiver units and carries digital or analog- telephone signals (which 
way be multiplexed signals from a- plurality of user terminals and/or subscribers) and also 
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carries power from the service lihit to power the radio transceiver. Preferably, each service unit 
or an associated backup po\*ter source supplies power to the radio transceiver unit such that 
radio transceiver unit remains powered even if one or more of the service units becomes 
inactive. - ■ " ' >. 

5 In another aspecfoF-the invention, a single pair : of wires, preferably a, twisted pair of 

conductors, between' the* Service * unit - and the radio transceiver supplies at ; Ipast two and 
preferably three of the following functions: 1). transfer, of .telephony signals and t associated 
signaling (in accordance 1 with a recognised protocol); 2) power ,from ths service unit to the radio 
transceiver unit;' and, 3) remote station. Gontit>ldnfoi3na y tion w^iich jSjnot } dj,rectly related to the 
10 telephony signal, for example, a control signal: ibet^p^n the r upits vyhich, t^gfs one or the other 
units dr trmkmits-stitus Tfep&rts:oh *the ("health"/ qf ;the system, whiQh provides status 
information, as for example, Uhe'ability .ta monitor the, operation of non-subscriber hardware, as 
desired. As used hefeiH,' the term remote station 1 control information shall have the meaning as 
described in this paragraph. .r .> ... . 

15 There is thus provided, in accordance With atprefernjd* embodiment of the invention, a 

' remote terminal for a Wireifessftocal loop system comprising;, v : , , . af . , 

a radid trafasceiVertffiit which receives* signals from^andj^sends. si^iais to a base station 
for connection to a-telec^mmum^ * - . , (f 

<at least one Service : i*nk which receives- signals fifqn^and sends si gnals via land lines to a 
20 pluralily J crf su^ radio 'transceiver unit being situated at 

different sites, wherein 

a' particular service tinit is connected to a plurality of subscribers and said radio 
transceiver unit and said particular service unit a$;e electrically connected by only a single pair 
of wires. ' - ■■« 

25 In a preferred embodiment of the invention the seiyice unit is powered by a source of 

energy and power for the radio transceiver unit is transmitted to the radio transceiver unit from 
the service unit via the single pair of wires. 

' Preferably, the at least one service unit comprises a plurality of service units. Preferably, 
at least two 'service units are individually powered by energy sources and power for the radio 
30 * transceiver unit is transmitted thereto from the service units via the . single pair of wires from 
each of a plurality of service units. * s . , 

: Preferably, the transceiver unit comprises circuitry which receives signals from the 
- 'plurality of service units,* multiplexes the signals and sends the multiplexed signals to the base 
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station. Preferably, the transceiver unit comprises circuitry which receives multiplexed signals 
from the base station and at least partially demultiplexes the signals iprior to sending the sfi, least 
partially demultiplexed signals to the service units. 

Preferably, the service unit includes circuitry which receives signals from said plurality 
of subscribers and multiplexes said signals prior to sending the multiplexed signals to the radio 
transceiver unit. ' r ** T '- V * « 

Preferably, the service unit includes circuitry which receives multiplexed signals from 
the radio "transceiver unit and demultiplexes the 'signals prior to* distributing signals to the 
plurality of subscribers. ' . 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, at least one service unit' supplies ISDN 
service to a subscriber. 1 Alternatively, or additionally; at least one : service unit provides data 
services and/or other telephony services to a subscriber. ~ r *' 

There is further provided, in acc6rdance with a preferfed<ernbodiment of the.invention a 
remote terminal for a wireless local -loop system comprising: ^ . v 

a radio transceiver unit which receives signals from and sends signals to a base station 
for connection to a telecommunication network; 1 and ; ■ ' ' ' 1 - - ; ; . 

at least one service unit which receives signals from and sends signals via land lines to 
at least one "subscriber, said service unit and said ¥adio : transceiver unit: being situated at 
different sites, wherein .■*.*:: 

said radio transceiver unit and a particular ; serviee-ank -ar6 electrically .connected by a;; 
single pair of wires which carries at least two of: v - ; • > rr v * : 

( 1 ) ' telephony signals and signaling in accordance with a standard protocol; 

(2) power from the service unit to the radio transceiver unit; and 

(3) control and management information indicating at least the status of non-subscriber 
equipment. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the pair of wires carries at least (1) and (2). 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the pair of wires carries at least (1) and (3). 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the pair of Wires carries at least (2) and (3). 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the pair of wires carries (i), (2) and (3). 

Preferably, the radio transceiver unit and a particular service unit . are electrically 
connected by only a single pair of wires.' 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the at least one service unit comprises a 
plurality of service units. Preferably, at least two service uiiits are* individually. powered by 
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energy sources and wherein power for the radio transceiver unit is transmitted to the radio 
transceiver unit from the service units via a pair of wires from each of a plurality of service 
units. 

Preferably, the pair of wires is a twisted pair. . , 

5 There is further provided*, in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the invention, a 

wireless local loop system comprising: 

. at least one remote station according to the invention; and 
v * ' a base station which receives signals from the at least one, remote station and passes the 
signals on to the telecommunication network. 
10 - Preferably, the at least one remote station cpmprises a plurality of said remote stations. 

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF TH? DRAWINGS 
The invention will be more qlearly understood frpm the ( following preferred 
embodiments thereof, taken together with the .following drawingsjn which: 

Fig. 1A is a schematic representation of. a configuration of a wireless local loop (WLL) 
15 < system of the. prior 'art;.- . • t ; . . ^. T 

Fig. IB is a schematic representation of a configuration of a prior art WLL remote 

• -terminail; " • * ;r . -r ...._".'*■ -^-'^.-i " ? f : • r . . • 

- l . Fig. lOis a schematic, representation of a configuration of a second prior art WLL 

remote terminal; 

20 . Fig. 2 is a schematic rep^esentation .of ^configuration of a WLL system according to a 

preferred embodiment of the present invention; , . , f , 

Figs. 3 A and 3B is ; a schematic, representation of a configuration of a WLL remote 
terminal in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 4 is a schematic representations , of circuitry for the juxtapositioning of digital 
25 signals and power, at a service unit, for transfer over a pair or wires, in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment of the invention.; and 

Fig. 5 is a schematic representation of a system for powering a radio transceiver unit of a 
WLL remote terminal, in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the invention. 

, DETAILED! DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
30* Fig. 2 is a schematic-representation, of a wireless local loop (WLL) telecommunication 

system 50 in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention. System 50 
comprises a. network interface ; unit 52 which is connected to a telecommunications network (not 
shown). Interface jinit 52 .serves to connect at least one base station 54 to the network. Base 

5 
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station 54 and network interface unit 52 are generally conventional and may be of any 
construction as is known in the art. They interface with the/telecoirununications network and 
with remote terminals (described below in detail) in a purely ^conventional manner. No further 
description of base stations 52 and interface unit 54 (which are sometimes packaged together 
5 and sometimes separately) is necessary for an understanding, of the invention. 

WLL system 50 also includes at least one and generally a plurality of remote terminals 
56. Each base station' 54 services one or more remote terminals 56 as shown in Fig. 2. - 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention; each remote terminal 56 includes a radio 
transceiver unit 58 and one or more service units 60. The number of service units 60 associated 

10 with a given remote statioh will depend * on 1 th6 particular mix of subscribers being serviced by 
the remote station: Typically, a service unit can' service # number of separate subscribers in an 
apartment house, ia single residence or two of ihore^ relatively nearby residences, a factory or 
office building, etc., depending on the number oflines Yequired:>arid the distance, between the 
subscribers.' - > . v rr i - : . ; --t s: - . . - •- ; rI 

15 A schematic of a typical remote terminal is shown . in -Figs:. 3A..and 3B. The remote 

terminal, includes radio transceiver unit 58 (Fig. 3B) and a plurality, of service, units 60 (Fig. 
3 A). Each service "unit 60 comprises 6ne or more terminal interfaces 62 which, connect directly 
to telephones or other subscriber equipment Generally^ each' interface 62 .is; associated with a 
unique' telephone number: In pfefeiiTed em^ 62 

20 supply ISDN service to subscribers, and 1 a J pluf ality7ti^ are associated with 

6ach terminal interface. Alteriiatively or 1 additionally, data services may be provided. 

Additionally, each service unit 60 has a preferably digital interface 64, which connects, 
via a pair of wires, preferably a twisted pair 66, to a transceiver 67 in its associated radio 
transceiver unit 58. As described below, power is also supplied from one .or morje of service 

25 units 60 to radio transceiver unit 58 via twisted pair 66. . 

Figs. 3 A and 3B show a typical configuration of a division of functions in a remote 
terminal 56 wfiich allows for an especially simple 'connection between .service units 60 and 
radio transceiver 58. However, other configurations and functional divisions allowing for this 
simple connection between the two units will occur to persons of skill in the ait. 

30 As shown in the particular configuration of Figs. 3 A and 3B, each service unit 60 

comprises, in addition to a plurality of terminal interfaces 62, an information decoding and 
encoding module 68 which receives signals from, and sends signals to the terminal interfaces, 
under control of a control unit 70. Module 68 sends signals to and' receives signals from digital 
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interface 64 Tor interaction -with radio transceiver unit 58. Generally module 68 receives 
multiplexed signals from digital interface 64* demultiplexes them and sends the individual 
telephone 'signals to- thevsubseribers via terminal interfaces 62. It receives signals from the 
individual subscribers?, again, via terminal interfaces 62, and multiplexes them for transmission, 

5 via digital interface -64iand twisted pair 66 to radio transceiver unit 58. This transmission may 
be by any high speed: transmission known in the art such as 2B1Q, 4B3T, TCM (Time 
Compression Multiplexing) . or other HDSL modem .technology. Timing, control and 
management signals are also preferably, sent, multiplexed with, jthe. telephony signals, on the pair 
>: * : df wires. • - • :. •• i:7 • • t,. • ..- ... ; , ~, . ■ ■.■ , t . ^ . .. 

1 0 : '•• The design of the various uuits. within -service unit 60 may take any number of forms and 
may be' purely copventionahim nature.irAlternatively, the, form- o.f ; the connection between the 
subscriber" units and the .pair, of iwires /which carries the .digital , telephone information to and 
• from' the' radio- transceiv.eb unit.may differ. -that-shown and may, for^example,, be embodied 
in a computer and associated software and firmware. In preferred embodiments of the invention, 

15 hoWeveri the interface .between the service unit and its associated radio transceiver unit is a 

.' • single pair-df wires. ■ .-'u-.i' < r.c < .•>' ) i ,?»;, /; . : 

-« Service unit fi&jdsQjprefgFSfcJy includes.* power : ^p.ply 72, which, is mains supplied and 
optionally, a backup battery 3& which, supplies power tojhe sy^m when the mains power is 
n6t-availabler.P.owen.frx)mpowef .supply. ? 7-2. preferably sjipp.l,ies .power to the other elements of 
20 • 'Service unit^Oasr-weJi as delifs^ng.ppw§^p^unit 58 yi^pafr 66^ . .... 

Altemativelytor additionally, P.ajr ,66 also carries signaling, control and management 
" information. For example r such information may include information regarding the status of 
ndh-subscriber equipment, contrpl and management of that equipment and other signals not 
normally part of the established telephony protocols. Preferably, the components of units 58 and 
25 60 are designed and configured to provide such, information. The design of equipment which 
provides status information is well knovvTi in the art. 

Referring additionally to Fig. 4 shows a circuit 71 for the juxtaposition of the power 
with the digital signal outputs of digital interface 64. In this, system power supply 72 provides 
an AC or DC power voltage to pair 66. This power voltage is superimposed on digital signals 
30 received from digital interface 64 in a transformer 76. A capacitor 78 assures that the transfer of 
information between service unit 60 and radio transceiver unit 58 is not effected by the presence 
or absence of power supply 72, It also assures that power supply 72 is undisturbed by signals 
„ transmitted on pair 66. Additional elements, such as inductors, may be provided, for example 
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between capacitor 78 and power supply 72 to provide cleaner DC power and/or better isolation 
of the power supply from pair 66. : .v.:. \ 

Returning again to Fig. 3, Radio transceiver unit 58 preferably includes an antenna 80 
which sends and receives radio frequency signals to and from its associated base station. When 
5 signals are to be sent, logic circuitry 81 assembles (multiplexes)/ signals received from 
transceivers 67 and sends them to the antenna via TX signal-' processing circuitry 82, TX RF 
modulating circuitry 84, T/R switch 86 and optional RF amplifier 88. When signals are to be 
received, logic circuitry 81 receives signals from the antenna via optional amplifier 88, T/R 
switch 86, RX demodulating circuitry 90, RX signal processing circuitry 92. After receipt of 
10 signals from circuitry 92, logic circuitry 81 distributes such signals after demultiplexing, to 
transceivers 67 for transmission to the various service units 60. 

The design of the various units within radio transceiver unit 58 may take any number of 
forms and may be purely conventional in nature. Alternatively, logic circuitry 81 and/or 
portions of transceiver unit 58 that form of the connection between the subscriber units and the 
1 5 pair of wires which carries the digital telephone information to and from the radio transceiver 
unit may differ from that shown and may, for example, be embodied in a computer and 
associated software and firmware. 

Radio transceiver unit 58 also includes a power supply or distribution unit 94 which 
provides power to the various units of radio transceiver unit 58. In a preferred embodiment of 
20 the invention, power supply or distribution unit 94 receives its energy via pair 66 from at least 
one of service units 60. 

Fig. 5 shows one embodiment of circuitry 95 for separating the information signals and 
the power which were imposed on pair 66 by the circuitry shown in Fig. 4. In the circuitry of 
Fig. 5, a transformer 96 receives both the information signals and the power signals via pair 66. 
25 A power output 98 conducts the power voltage from transformer 96 to power supply or 
distribution unit 94. A capacitor 100 serves the same function as capacitor 78 in Fig. 4. A diode 
bridge 75 is preferably added to avoid problems which may result if the polarity of the DC 
power voltage is reversed. If AC power input is used, the bridge may be omitted or it may be 
used to rectify the power for use by supply 94. Where power is supplied by more than one set of 
30 pairs 66, unit 94 takes power from one or more of the pairs of wires. However, when one or 
more of the service units 58 loses power, radio transceiver unit 60 continues to operate and 
serve the other service units. 
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It- should be understood that the arrangements of Figs. 4 and 5 are exemplary in nature 
and that many different ways of transferring power on pairs of wires 66 are useful in various 
aspects and embodiments ;of:the invention. . 

The present invention has been described with reference to a preferred, non-limiting 
5 embodiment thereof. Variations of this embodiment, within the scope of the claims, which 
define the invention; wilboecurto persons of skill in the art. . , 
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CLAIMS • 

1 . A remote terminal for a wifeless local loop system comprising: 

a radio transceiver unit which receives signals from and;; sends signals to a base station 
for connection to a telecommunication network; and 
5 at least one service unit which receives signals from an,d sends signals via land lines to a 

plurality of subscribers, said service unit and said radio transceiver unit being situated at 
different sites; wherein * \. ; \ 

a particular service unit is connected to a plurality of subscribers and wherein said radio 
transceiver unit and said particular service unit are electrically connected by only a single pair 
10 of wires. ' ' ' • - t;: • ■'• r ■ ^ ;:\.- -.j^v? 

2. A remote terminal according to claim 1 wherein the service unit is powered by a source 
of energy and wherein power for the radio transceiver unit is transmitted to the radio transceiver 
unit from the service unit via said single pair of wires.: • ? - m \ , ^ 

15 

3. A remote terminal accbrdihg to. claim 1 . or claim 2 wherein the at least one service unit 
comprises a plurality of service 5 iiiufs. - \. j ,-j . - ■ 

•Sfi ;r:.v • • • • 

4. A remote terminal adcofding to claim -V wherein .the -at least one service unit comprises a 
20 plurality of service unit^ and wherein at feast two service units. ar$ t -individually powered by- 
energy sources and wherein power for the radio transceiver unit .is transmitted r to. the radio 
transceiver unit from the service units via said single pair . of 1 wires /from each of a plurality of 
service units. . „ - 

25 5. A remote terminal according to claim 3 or claim 4 wherein the transceiver unit 
comprises circuitry' which receives* signals from the plurality of service units, multiplexes the 
signals and sends the multiplexed signals to the base station, , 

6. A remote terminal according to any of claims 3-5 wherein the transceiver unit comprises 
30 circuitry which receives multiplexed signals from the base station and at least partially 
demultiplexes the signals prior to sending at least partially demultiplexed signals to the service 
units. *' - - - - \ . s 4 , 

10 
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7. A remote terminal according to any of the preceding claims wherein said service unit 
includes circuitry which receives signals from said plurality of subscribers and multiplexes said 
signals prior to sending said iriultiplexed signals to said radio transceiver unit. , 

5 8. A remote terminal- according to any of the preceding claims wherein said service unit 
includes circuitry wHiehP^fceeives multiplexed signals from the radio : .~transceiver unit and 
wherein the circuitry demultiplexes the signals prior to distributing signals, tq r the plurality of 
subscribers. •'■ * v ■• -•• - ,% ...u . ■ r . .: r 

■ ■■■?."» t ■' . ■» ^ 

**** "i 2 • 

10 9. A remote terminal according to any of the preceding claims wherein at least one service 
unit supplies ISDN service to a subscriber. 

10. ,: A remote terminal according to>any.of:the preceding claims wherein the at least one 
service unit supplies data services to a subscriber^ . r 

15 

' 11. A remote terhiinalfor a wireless locaj loop system comprising: . , . 

a radio transceiver unit which receives signals Aqm and. sends signals to a base station 
for connection to a telecommunication network; and 

"at least Me sgfvice unit which xeeeives^sigp^ls fropa and sends signals via land lipes to 
20 at least one subscriber, said service ^untt ajid said radip transceiver unit being situated at 
different sites/wherein ~ *v>?«-/:j . . . , . t 

skid radio transceiver unit and a particular service unit are electrically connected by a 
single pair of wires which carries at least two of: 

(1) telephony signals and signaling in accordance with a standard protocol; 
25 (2) power from the service unit to the radio transceiver unit; and 

(3) control and management information, indicating at least the status of non-subscriber 
equipment. u 

12. A remote terminal according to claim 1 1 wherein said pair of wires carries at least (1) 
30 and (2). - , : : . ... 

13. A remote terminal according to claim 1 1 or claim 12 wherein said pair of wires carries 
at least (1) and (3). 

11 

BNSDOCID: <WO 9951043A1 J_> 



WO 99/51043 



PCT/IL98/00149 



14. A remote terminal according to claim 11 wherein said pair of wires carries at least (2) 
and (3). 

5 15. A remote terminal according to any of claims 11-14 wherein said radio transceiver unit 
and a particular service unit are electrically connected by only a single pair of wires. 

'■ ". -* 

16. A remote terminal according to any of claim 11-15 whereiii^the at least one service unit 
comprises a plurality of service units. " ; 

10 ' • : h \ ' 

17. A remote terminal according to claim 16 wherein at least two service units are 

I - 

individually powered by energy sources aiTd wherein power for the radio transceiver unit is 
transmitted to the radio transceiver unit from the service units via a pair of wires from each of a 
plurality of service units. ■ _ 

18. A remote terminal according to any of the preceding claims wherein the pair of wires is 
a twisted pair. ' — L 

- i fc> s 

19. A wireless local loop system comprising: / * 

20 at least one remote station according to any of claims 1-18; and 

a base station which receives signals from the at least one remote station and passes the 
signals on to the telecommunication network. 

20. A wireless local loop system according to claim 19 wherein the at least one remote 
25 station comprises a plurality of said remote stations. 
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